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Introduction to Heritage

Heritage, a non-profit trust has been actively involved since 1994 in the promotion, preservation
and dissemination of our heritage and culture through seminars, workshops and cultural festivals.

The team comprises of the following members.

Shri Vijayakumar, is the President of the Heritage Trust. He is an industrialist by profession with an inclination
to promote artand culture in our society.

Smt Vijaylakshmi, is a trustee and the secretary of the Heritage Trust. She has a been a leader in various
artists and cultural organizations, also a member of central board of film certification. A dancer herself is a
renowned social worker and leading philanthrophist.

Smt Supriya Komandur, is a trustee and the joint secretary of the Heritage Trust. She is a well known
bharatanatyam dancer and promotes art being the creative director of Amrithavarshini, the academy for
arts.

Professor Ramnath Narayanaswamy, is a trustee of Heritage. He is a professor at IIM Bangalore, a patron of
Indian culture and arts.

HV Gowthama, isa trustee of Heritage. A well known chartered accountant and a promoter of Indian culture.

Smt Rekha Raghavan, is a member of the Heritage Trust. She is an acclaimed Bharatanatyam exponent and
founder of CITA—centre for Indian Traditional arts in East Africa.

GUDIYA SAMBHRAMA ... the Bengaluru Temple Festival

An event that was organised by the HERITAGE trust for the first time in the history of Bangalore
successfully celebrated the festival for the second consecutive year in various ancient temples across
Bangalore. Gudiya Sambhrama—2012 has been a true reflection of our culture that is based on the divinity of
all creation while carrying the message “Vruksho Rakshati Rakshitaha". Hence this year’s festival was
dedicated to “SACRED TREES” and the festival was envisioned to

* Respond to the deplorable environmental crisis of today

e Regenerate and rejuvenate the values of Sanathana Dharma

* Re-learnto respect and nurture Mother Nature

* Revive and restore our classical and folk traditions all for our own sake!!

With the intent of reviving the ancient culture of Heritage Spaces being centres of performing arts
and learning GUdiya Sambhrama was undertaken. Heritage provided an opportunity for connoisseurs of art
as also the general public to experience and understand the inseparable bonding between spirituality,
culture and traditional arts. Indian culture recognizes the oneness of all creation. Fabulous legends of trees



were related, stressing on their ecological importance. New trees were planted and old ones were venerated.
Thematic Rangoli around the sacred trees were displayed, thus converting the spaces into sacred environs.
Apart from the music and dance festival in the temple premises a Seminar on was held, Photography and
creative writing competitions were conducted during the festival.

Seminar as a curtain-raiser was one such effort to create an awareness about the ecological importance
based on our Indian wisdom. Hence the topic for the seminar “Indian Wisdom to enhance eco-systems ”.

Jain university currently offering over 60 innovative programmes at the undergraduate, post graduate and
research levels in Bangalore hosted this seminar which was organized and executed by Heritage on 17th
January, 2012.

It was an honour for Heritage to have Dr.A .N.Sadashiviah, Chairman of Pollution control board as the chief
guest for the seminar. He inaugurated the event with a speech on our ecology being respected and nurtured
through Indian wisdom and also the various steps taken by the government to protect the environment.

Eminent speakers of India who are die-hard ecologists, activists, scholars and nature lovers left the young
audience spell bound with their knowledge, understanding and interpretations about the Indian wisdom to
enhance eco-systems.

Dr. Maya Gobardhan, on behalf of Dr. Vandana Shiva delivered the keynote address.

Dr. Sundara Rajan a scientist, author, teacher and presently the director of center for Advanced Biological
studies in Jain University spoke about Vrikshayurveda.

Shataavadhani Dr. R. Ganesh is a scholar and author of Sanskrit and 14 other languages. Post graduate in
engineering from the Indian Institute of Science has revived the tradition of Avadhaana spoke about ecology
in Sanskritliterature.

Dr. M. P. Ramanujam is the chairman of state Level Expert Appraisal Committee (SEAC), State environmental
Impact Assesment authority (SEIAA) dept of environment, govt of Puducherry and member of CEC and
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) spoke about cultural connections of Indians in
conservation of nature.

Dr. M. D. Subhash Chandran is a member of the Karnataka Biodiversity board and a consulting scientist at the
centre for ecological sciences ( 11Sc) spoke about how Indian wisdom can bring back natural balance in our
environment.

SriKalyan Varmaiis a freelance wildlife photographer, filmmaker, naturalist and consultant working with Icon
Films, BBC Natural History Unit and non profit organizations like Nature Conservation Foundation did a
presentation on hisjourney as a photographer about ecology and environment.

Dr. Yellappa Reddy a well known environmentalist and retired IAS chaired the panel discussion and finally
addressed the gathering.



Memento was a sacred / medicinal plant with a small write up about the plant and a cotton bag to convey the
message — "Avoid plastics” were given to the speakers and University heads.

Invites were made of recycled brown paper with a sacred tree and temple image on it to depict the perfect
connection between ecology and heritage spaces.

Audience were Largely undergraduate and post-graduate students, Nature and conservation club
members, IT professionals, Home makers, lecturers, professors, young photographers and artists.

Photography competition was organized in association with the Bangalore photography club with the
contest theme “Veneration of Mother Nature”. The best photograph was suitably rewarded.

Creative Writing competition was held during the festival with the topic “Reverence towards Nature in
Indian heritage and its significance today".

Gudiya sambharama

The performing arts festival was held between 20th January and 11th March 2012 across 21 temples
in Bengaluru. A main stage was putup at 9 of these temple spaces and a very special ambience was created
with huge Sacred Trees as the backdrop. Around 260 artistes of repute from across India brought to the
people different genres of dance, music, puppetry, drama and harikatha in the sacred spaces which are filled
with history and culture.

The festival was held over 8 weekends. (Plz refer the brochure and the detailed programme
schedule attached along with the report). Apart from the main stage performances artists performed inside
each of the 21 temples as part of the sangeetha and nrithya upachara to the Supreme. Artistes have found
devopacharas inspiring and uplifting and have offered to sing and dance for devopacharas in future. In
between the programme a short description about the sacred trees was presented reflecting on the cultural,
biological and medicinal values in our environment.

Heritage took all the measures to take care of the outstation artists and their hospitality. Service
apartments were booked in advance to make them comfortable and food was arranged according to their
requirements. Transport was arranged for their arrival and departures and also to the programme venue.

Two green rooms besides performing stage in all the venues were organized to help the artists
change in between the performances. The best of sound and lighting was arranged for every venue.
Generators were organized for an uninterrupted power supply during the performances. Invites cum
brochures were made of recycled brown paper with a sacred tree and temple image on it to depict the perfect
connection between ecology and heritage spaces along with the complete programme schedule. All artists
including their Gurus’ were blessed with divine chantings by the pradhana archakas while they were given a
handcrafted basket as a momento, a sacred plant with a writeup about the plant and a book about nature



and environment to emphasize on the green drive.

The music ensemble by Pandit.Udayraj Karpur, Harikatha in Kathak style of dance by Guru.
Rajashree Shirke, Yakshagana by Vid. Mantap Prabhakar, Sattariya by devotees of Sri Aunati Ashram of
Assam, Kuchupudi by Kishore Mosalikanti's group, Bhaagavata Mela by a team of artistes from Mettur,
Prakruti gaana by Vid. Balasubrahmanya Sharma, high energy Bharatanatyam performance by Rukmini and
drama directed by well known theatre personality Sri. Prakash Belawaadi were some of the unique
presentations during the festival.

All the performances were highly appreciated by the audience who gathered in very large numbers
in every temple space.

Kannada and culture officials, Members of Mujrai department, Members of Tourism department,
MLAs and BBMP corporators graced the occasions. It was a great honour to have Sri. Ashok, minister for
Home and Transport as the chief guest for the festival celebrated in the Banshankari Park to celebrate
“Vasantha Ruthu”. Well known musicians, dance gurus and art connoisseurs like Vid. R.K. Padmanabha, Dr.
Suma sudhindra, Dr. Raghavendra of Ananya graced the festival in different temples and spoke about the
necessity of such programmes which draws the youth towards our culture and tradition.

Future Vision

Gudiya Sambhrama ....The Temple Festival aspires to be the most respected and sought after
platform for performing arts in the international arena. The ambitious plans of the Heritage team coupled
with the unrelenting support the festival received in the inaugural edition from all quarters of the society
including the performing artists, temple managements, government bodies & functionaries, have only
strengthened the resolve to ensure that the future editions of the festival reach out to many more temples in
Karnataka.

We believe that the noble intention of reviving the bonds between temples and art forms can be
achieved with the renewed support of the Government of Karnataka in addition to raising the spiritual
consciousness of the society. The festival will serve as the fulcrum in spreading awareness about our rich
cultures & traditions among the future generations.





























































































	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16
	Page 17
	Page 18
	Page 19
	Page 20
	Page 21
	Page 22
	Page 23
	Page 24
	Page 25
	Page 26
	Page 27
	Page 28
	Page 29
	Page 30
	Page 31
	Page 32
	Page 33
	Page 34
	Page 35

