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SHRIMAD VALMIKI’S RAMAYANA

Shrimad Ramayana is an epic work, an ithihasa 

purana, of 24000 verses composed by Maharshi 

Valmiki. It is akin to the Vedas and Upanishads. The 

Ramayana is a handbook for a good life. It has 

outlined the qualities of both a good ruler and a good 

citizen. Lord Raama is an epitome of Dharma!

We at Heritage picked the theme of Shrimad 

Valmiki's Ramayana for Gudiya Sambhram 2020.



THE TRUST

HERITAGE PARAMPARA

Organisers: Heritage Parampara a not-for-
profit registered trust whose trustees have 
been actively involved for decades in the 
promotion & preservation of our heritage, 
culture and environment. 

Sri Varaprada Devagiri Devasthanam 
Trust that has been running the temple for 
decades and preserving our temple traditions.

Indic Book Club an organization that is 
promoting India through literature and culture.

Supported by : Heritage / Ullas / PM Offset/ 
MyTemple.

Not-for-profit trust

Devagiri Sri 
Venkateshwara Trust

Heritage, has been actively involved since 1994 in the promotion, 
preservation and dissemination of our heritage and culture through 
seminars, workshops and cultural festivals.

Since 2010 Heritage has been successfully conducting thematic 
festivals:"Gudiya Sambhrama", The temple festival and "Srishti 
Sambhrama -the Earth Mother Festival" Both festivals are a 
celebration and a coming together of our cultural and natural heritage in 
haloed sacred spaces of worship and learning.

The festivals are a feast to the eyes, ears, soul and the intellect too since 
they include performances, interesting talks, discussions, quiz 
questions, exhibitions and poster displays..

Introducing the working committee of GUDIYA SAMBHRAMA

Shri. Vijayakumar, the Founder President of the Heritage Trust is an 
industrialist, by profession, an organic farmer and philanthropist by 
choice with a fondness for our heritage and culture.

Smt. Vijayalakshmi Vijayakumar, is a founder trustee and the 
secretary of the Heritage Trust. Presently a free-lance designer and 
member of the national philately board, she was a member of Central 
Board of Film Certification,

Smt. Supriya Komandur, is a trustee and the joint secretary of the 
Heritage Trust. She is a Bharatanatyam dancer and the artistic director of 
Amrthavarshini, the academy for arts.

Smt. Rekha Raghavan, is a co-ordinator of the Heritage Trust. She is a 
Bharatanatyam exponent and founder of CITA - Centre for Indian 
Traditional arts in East Africa.

...in pursuit of excellence



THE FESTIVAL

Introduction : Over the last two decades 
economic development and globalization have 
resulted in apparent progress and increased 
opportunity, but has also brought some 
problems in its wake like the loss of history, 
culture, ecology, roots, traditional arts, folk arts 
and language. After much deliberation it was 
decided to have a celebration in honour of our 
cultural and natural heritage.

Objectives:

To revive traditional performing arts in the 
temple precincts

To disseminate knowledge from our vedic texts 
and  Mahakavyas  l ike  Ramayana  and 
Mahabharatha, Bhagavatha, Bhagavadgeetha 
and many more.

To create a forum that will give easy access to art 
forms for the common man

To disseminate knowledge of the significance of 
cultural symbolism and  practices.

To choose a different theme every year related to 
Mother Nature which carries the pivotal 
message of the festival “Srishti Rakshati 
Rakshita”  

•  To conduct many more temple festivals 
across the state

•  To bring understanding of the relation 
between man and environment through well 
thought out themes.

Heritage takes care to select themes that bridge the disconnect that man has with Natural 
Heritage today. The endless list of environmental disasters is a direct result of this 
disconnect and irreverence. 

People of this culture relate simultaneously to the Supreme Godhead whether in sacred 
spaces within the temples, in the Yaaga Shalas, in the elements, in trees, animals, rivers, 
mountains, in all of nature, nay in all creation and without any confusion. The approach in 
the Indian ethos is one that is holistic and all-encompassing.



The venues for the festival are Sacred Heritage 
spaces. Temples are a creation of our open culture 
that recognises and understands the diversity of 
people's approach to the Supreme and the 
understanding of the Divinity of all creation. 

It has been found that one of the best paths to 
sensitising people to country, culture and 
community is through the performing arts 
especially the traditional classical arts where the 
content is spiritual and peace giving. 

Performing arts, architecture, visual arts, literature, 
poetry, knowledge dissemination, environment 
and ecology were all a part of this temple culture. 

Bengaluru is home to beautiful temples some as old 
as 1200 years and Gudiya Sambhrama is an earnest 
attempt to revive this multi-faceted culture in 
temples today.



The resource person for any Heritage 
activity comes from the best of scholars, 
artists, academicians, naturalists and 
others. 

Much research and work goes into 
creating thematic posters for display at the 
venues. Trees and plants are decorated 
and displayed with information boards.

A thematic display of sacred plants and 
flowering plants with details were 
presented in collaboration with Rai 
Techonology University for Gudiya 
Sambhrama 2020.

“Gudiya Sambhrama...

  The Bengaluru Temple Festival” 

has been conducted annually 
for ten successive years. 

...the Temple Festival 2019

UÀÄrAiÀÄUÀÄrAiÀÄUÀÄrAiÀÄ
¸ÀA¨sÀæªÀÄ¸ÀA¨sÀæªÀÄ¸ÀA¨sÀæªÀÄ



"Gudiya Sambhrama...The Bengaluru Temple Festival" has been conducted 
annually for ten successive years and in 2020 the temple festival celebrated its 
Eleventh Edition dedicated to "Sacred Ramayana"

Gudiya Sambhrama 2020 was held on the weekends from 25 Jan 2020 to 29 Feb 2020 in 
sacred spaces in Basavanagudi, Hanumanthanagar, Gavipuram, Banashankari, 
Malleswaram, Koramangala, HSR Layout and Domlur.

The striking feature of this year's temple festival was a "Heritage Drive" to Temples in 
Magadi and Savandurga.



Apart from the main stage performances artists 
performed inside each of the 18 temples as part of 
the sangeetha and nrithya upachara to the Supreme. 

Nrithya kainkaryam was organized on 25th and 
26th Jan 2020  in all the 18 temples across 
Bengaluru where Gudiya Sambhrama is celebrated 
every year. Students of well known dance schools 
of  the  c i ty  Raadhakalpa Dance school , 
Amrthavarshini academy, Bharatanunanda Dance 
school, Lasya Vardhana trust, Nartana Keerthana 
center for performing arts, Atmalaya Academy 
offered their art to the supreme. The artistes found 
this offering inspiring and soul elevating.

This was the highlight of the utsava to bring back 
the devopacharas in the temple as this practice is 
slowly fading away.



A main stage was put up at Varaprada Sri 
Venkateshwara Devasthana, -Devagiri Devagiri and a 
very special ambience was created with a huge 
Gudiya Sambhrama Signature backdrop illustrating 
the elements along with the Gopura – the temple 
tower.

A smaller performing arena was created inside the 
temple in front of the Utsava Murthy at “Kannadi 
Gruha”, where short programmes were organized 
after the morning Upanyasam. 

Entry was free to all concerts, kainkaryas and temple 
Pujas of the temple festival.

Behind the Scenes:

A spacious stage was erected in the venue taking care 
to make it sturdy and smooth for the dancers. 
Artistically designed platforms were placed for the 
musicians. Two green rooms were installed next to the 
stage.

The best of sound and lighting was arranged for every 
programme. Generators were organized for an 
uninterrupted power supply during the performances.

Heritage took all the measures to take care 
of the outstation artists and their 
hosp i t a l i t y.  Ho te l s  and  Se rv i ce 
apartments were booked in advance to 
make the artists comfortable and food was 
arranged according to their requirements.

Transport was arranged for their arrival 
and departures and also to the programme 
venue.

All artists including their Gurus present 
during the recitals, were blessed with 
divine chantings by the Pradhana 
Archakas while they were given 
mementos by Heritage.

As usual Heritage gave mementos of 
plants, art work and books.



Hand-outs were printed 
on recycled brown paper 
with the images of a 
temple bell, sacred tree 
a n d  S a c re d  Va l m i k i 
Ramayana’s introduction 
with the entire schedule 
a n d  w r i t e - u p  o f  t h e 
festival. 



Audience were largely temple going public, vendors, 
art connoisseurs, families with young children, 
students, nature and conservation club members, home 
makers, lecturers, professors, young photographers 
and artists.

Audience were largely temple going 
public, vendors, art connoisseurs, 
families with young children, students, 
nature and conservation club members, 
home makers, lecturers, professors, 
young photographers and artists.



Heritage in an effort to revive traditional Indian 
board games arranged for Kavade Toys Hive to 
be there before the performances on 2nd Feb and 
9th Feb - the Sundays during the festival with 
their wonderful traditional games which the 
children and adults enjoyed to the hilt. 



Performers and Performances:
Varaprada Sri Venkateshwara Devasthana – Devagiri

Gudiya Sambharama... the temple festival 2020 began on 31st Jan at Devagiri 
temple, Banashankari in South Bangalore.

The festival was inaugurated and dedicated to Sri Vijayam Krishnamoorthy who 
was one of the founding fathers of the  Varaprada Sri Devagiri Venkateshwara 
Temple in Banashankari 2nd stage. Sri Ramamurthy President of the trust 
inaugurated the festival and spoke in endearing terms about Sri Vijayam 
Krishnamoorthy whose 100th birth anniversary was on the 28th of January 2020.

For Three days the schedule of the morning sessions were the same - Paraayanam 
and Upanyasam

Friday the 31st of January, at 5.30 am with the chanting of Vishnu 
Sahasranamam followed by Vedic Chants, Azhwar Pasurams began the Srimad 
Valmiki Ramayanam's Sundarakandam Paarayanam by Sri Mukund, Sri 
Sampath Kumar, 
Sri Gopinath and 
S r i  S r i h a r i . T h e 
temple precincts 
were filled with the 
vibrations of these 
chants coupled with 
the ringing of the 
temple bells and the 
f r a g r a n c e  o f 
incense, flowers & 
camphor.

The audience expressed their joy at such grand art being made 
available to them in such a wonderful ambience. All the artists 
were also thrilled by the forum that was created for the 
performances and the opportunity to research and present 
thematic compositions. Every artist included presentations 
focused on Sage Valmiki's works and compositions related to 
Ramayana.



At 6.30 am as the parraayanam continued in 

the Kannadi Graham, in the Venkobachar 

Smriti Mantapa, while a full audience 

awaited the start of Upansyasam by Sri 

Dushyant Sridhar.

A young scholar, upanyasakar and a brilliant 

orator who is very popular in India and abroad 

for his upanyasas, Sri. Dushyanth Shridhar 

began a 3 day discourse on Valmiki 

Ramaya.He kept the audience spell bound in 

his inimitable style describing the verses of 

the Sundarakandam.

This was followed by a kathak performance 

by Rohini prabhat and Naveen R Hegde, 

students of the Abhinava Dance company, 

based on the Tulasi Ramayana as part of the 

morning performance.

The main stage performance on 31st began with a Bala Kala Leela Presentation of 

Yakshagana by the young ones of Yakshakala Academy. The main performance 

was a rare jugalbandi between carnatic vocalist Sri Sampagodu Vighnaraja, 

Vainika Sri Bhavani Prasad from Chennai and Chitrakale by Sri Somashekar. The 

audience were taken on a journey of the Ramayana through the songs and the 

painting that emerged on a 6 x 4 canvas. The rendering of Charukesi was out of the 

world.



Gudiya Sambhrama – 1st Feb 2020

On 1st Feb, a music duet concert By Laxminarayan and Sadashiv Bhat 

accompanied on Tabla by Dr Uday Karpur was organized. 

The evening Bala Kala Leela programs began with a large group of 18 sweet young 

ladies from Amrithavarshini Academy. This was followed by the young group 

from Natyanidhi Institute performing Kuchupudi. It was a joy to watch all these 

bright young children perform. Rukmini Vijayakumar's classic Bharatanatyam 

performance was a visual treat to the audience. Her fresh approach to Brochava 

Revarura…was very touching and filled many an eye with tears. Each day the 

audience numbers were increasing and we had almost no space in the temple to 

accommodate more.



Gudiya Sambhrama – 2nd Feb 2020

On 2nd the Nritya Kainkaryam at 9.15 am was by Ashoka 

Vadhani from the Raadha Kalpa Dance company. The 

temple served delicious prasadam for all. The paraayanam 

continued till 11.00 am after which everyone took a break 

till the evening.

2nd evening began with children and adults playing 

traditional board games with Kavade Hive staff after 

which two Bala Kala Leela groups performed. First was 

the Raadha Kalpa Dance school and second was from 

young dancers of Articulate studio's kathak presentation. 

Then the audience swelled as the Punyah Dance Company 

took centre stage to present ABHA a thematic presentation 

based  on  the  Ramayana  wi th  the i r  beaut i fu l 

interpretations. Parshwanath Upadhye, Sruti Gopal and 

Aditya Rao lived up to the expectations of the enthusiastic 

audience.



Gudiya Sambhrama - Ramayana in Art 
on 8th Feb 2020

An art gallery was created with panels and 
focus lights. How could we have an art 
exposition in a temple and not make it site 
specific, hence the idea of mounting some 
of the paintings on the temple Vahanas took 
shape. After giving the base wooden stands 
of the Vahanas a coat of paint and moving 
them to the space where Divya Varna, 
colours of the Gods - the art exposition was 
to take place we were all set to receive the 
paintings. Each artist came by with their 
paintings and Sri Ramesh Babu, Sri 
Sudhindra, his students and Sri Yethin very 
efficiently put up all the paintings. Varnila 
Design and Print helped us by printing 
names of the artists. Some of the artists got 
together and painted rangoli in the temple. 
A tasty prasadam for breakfast, lunch and 
on some day's dinner too was arranged by 
the temple chief cooks. 

8th February morning by 8.30 am some finishing touches to Divya Varna were given. Soon 
the little artists for Bala Kala Leela arrived. It started with Pushkara Thanda's Rhythm of 
the Vanaras-a percussion ensemble of 12 children all aged below 14 years. This was 
followed by Veera Hanuman Namo Namah a musical rendition by the young ones of 
Anandi Music school, and another performance - Raama Ninaada, soothing musical 
journey by Abhigna School of music.

After this wonderful beginning everyone moved to the Divya Varna exposition, the lamp 
was lit by the President, Vice President, Secretary of the temple and we were joined by 
Manasi Prasad who is a director of IME and the secretary of Heritage Vijayalakshmi 
declaring the exposition open to public view. The exhibition was a success with people 
continuously visiting to view the paintings.

 At 5.45 the evening program began with Adyasha Foundations's  young group of 4 odissi 
dancers offering their art followed by a lively performance by Alice Barron on the Violin, 
Will Roberts on special percussion (both from London) along with Sumanth Manjunath of 
violin and Vinod Shyam on Percussion. The Center for Soft Power enabled this 
performance by artists of non-Indian origin. Then began the grand puppet theatre 
presentation of "Ramayana Saptaswara" in seven languages, by Anupama Hoskere and 
her team from Dhaatu. The temple precincts were filled with people. Jayaram and his team 
built the stage specially for the puppet theatre.



Gudiya Sambhrama – 9th Feb 2020

9th February began with a moving music performance of the Bangalore 
Brothers. They had a great repertoire of songs based on the theme of 
Srimad Ramayana. People sat through this meditative experience and of 
course the constant flow to view Divya Varna painting exposition 
continued. Two young dance groups presented Bala Kala Leela in the 
evening.

Upadhye School of dance did a piece from ABHA and had the audience 
spell bound after which students of Kalanidhi Nruthya presented the story 
of Lord Raama.

By 7.30pm the work of dismantling the exhibits began, by 9.00 pm all the 
paintings had vanished back to their respective homes. The Vahanas 
moved to their space and the hall returned to its original form only change 
was a new rangloi design.

Gudiya Sambhrama – 13th Feb and 14th Feb 2020

13th and 14th were days when GUDIYA SAMBHRAMA happened in 
two temples of learning - Indian Academy Insitutions and BNM Institute 
of Technology. On both the days Sri Yashodeep Deodhar shared his 
beautiful vidoes of the Ramayana  and also spoke while inter-acting with 
the students. Raam Kumar and group did a lec-dem on Fitness the 
Ramayana way with a series of Kalaripayattu movements executed with 
precision and power.



Gudiya Sambhrama- 15th Feb and 16th Feb 2020

Moved to Bangalore International Center on 15th and 16th bringing Taala 
Maddale an ancient art form to a new audience. Prof Radha Krishna and 
team engaged the audience with the much-debated section of the 
Ramayana "Vaali Moksha" as they termed during the end of the 
discussion and not "Vaali Vadhe" clearing the doubts of people. It was a 
small but interested audience that were present. On Sunday the 16th it was 
"Bharatagamana" a beautiful rendering of Bharatha visiting and 
requesting Raama to return to Ayodhya through Taala maddale format of 
narration.

Gudiya Sambhrama – 29th Feb – Motor Rally 

 The last event was a one day event - the Heritage Drive, a coming together 
of motorsport (a TSD Rally), Heritage spaces and Tree Planting. The rally 
was flagged off from the Devagiri Devasthanam and proceeded to 
Savandurga. From there the rally was designed and organized to reach 
900 year old Someswara temple and the Ranganatha Temple in Magadi. 
By evening Rally ended  in the Goshala of the Art of Living, Kanakapura.



The morning of 10th February 2019,Sunday 90 people 
and 30 cars woke up the Lord at 5.00 am with a 
Suprabhata Seva as The Heritage Drive ,a unique TSD 
Motor Car Rally  began from the same venue. 
Participants with specially designed armbands 
(custom made by Sheen Collections), were flagged off 
by Swamini Swathmabodhananda Saraswathi, Sri 
Krishniah and other members of the temple committee  
to Vedic chants by the Pradhana Archakas of the 
temple.

The  teams had made a special effort to wear ethnic 
handwoven clothes . The rally went through the scenic 
routes around  Savandurga and arrived at the ancient 
temple in a small unique town Magadi after stopping 
at the beautiful Someswara temple. 

The Rally participants truly soaked in the beautiful 
experience as they began their return journey. The 
prize distribution was arranged in the Art of Living 
Campus where bhajans were sung and a great visit to 
the well managed goshala was organised. 

10th February, 2019
250 km TSD Rally

Bangalore - Nagalapura- Yediyur



GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS, COMPANIES, ORGANISATIONS 
& INDIVIDUALS, WHO SUPPORT GUDIYA SAMBHRAMA

Gudiya Sambhrama 
…the Temple Festival 2020

Heritage acknowledges the people who 
whole heartedly support GUDIYA SAMBHRAMA

DEPARTMENT OF KANNADA & CULTURE, 

Govt. of Karnataka 

DEPARTMENT OF RELIGIOUS ENDOWMENTS 

(MUJARAI) ( For Permissions)

DEVAGIRI SRI VENKATESHWARA TRUST

DENSOL ENGG. PVT. LTD.

PATIL PARIMAL WORKS 

PARIMAL MANDIR

M/S. DARSHAN INTERNATIONAL

M/S. AMBIENT CONROLS PVT LTD

SRI K. V. PRADEEP

ARCHO

MAHENDRA PERFUMERY WORKS

SRI GOPAL IYENGAR

MOKSH AGARBATHI CO.

M/S. RAJHANS PRINTERS PVT. LTD.

SRI MANJUNATHA FERTILIZERS

MRS PREETI & K. VENKATESH

S.R. UDAY

VIGIROM PVT. LTD.

VARNILA DESIGN & PRINT



#1, Chinmaya Apartments, Puttanna Road, 
Basavanagudi, Bangalore 560004
gudiya.sambhrama@gmail.com
For details contact : 97312 07477

Organisers :

Not-for-profit trust

gudiya.sambhrama@gmail.com

www.heritageparampara.org
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